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a complete triumph, for normal women display no signs of a ten-
dency to inflict physical pain and moral suffering upon themselves in
order to derive pleasure from such actions. Only later', in relation to
the world of objects and in various acts connected with the feminine
reproductive functions, is their tendency to associate pleasure and
pain revealed.

Further on in our discussion we shall study the psychologic events
that strengthen this feminine tendency to passivity and masochism.
The mechanism of the turn from the active to the passive, moreover,
pervades woman's entire instinctual life. As an illustration of this,
one might cite the fact that voyeurism in women has much more the
character of passive-exhibitionistic being gazed at, while active
gazing is more characteristic of men.

To avoid misunderstandings, we must differentiate feminine
masochism from "moral35 masochism, which is a consequence of the
unconscious feeling of guilt and serves the self-punishing tendencies,
not erotic pleasure.3 Naturally, the boundaries between the two
are sometimes uncertain, and in appraising feminine masochistic
manifestations we can take the quantitative element into account
for purposes of differentiation: an excess of masochistic attitudes, an
obvious tendency to suffer without compensation through love,
etc., make us suspect the presence of the moral ingredient. Nor must
we confuse feminine masochism with conscious masochistic
perversion.

All human life is built on the striving to decrease discomfort and
pain, and the idea that women, who constitute the majority of the
human race, are masochistic and seek pain and suffering, quite
naturally meets with wide scepticism and opposition.

A normal woman, when told that masochism and passivity are
essential elements of her psychology, will no doubt dispute this. She
will use against the charge of passivity the fact that she is active all
day long, that she cannot bear to remain idle. She will resist the
charge of masochism even more strongly, declaring that she is strong-
willed and would not tolerate subjection to the will of any man;
the idea that she is fond of suffering and pain, and seeks them, seems
to her absurd. If told that masochism is part of her sexuality, she .
may reply that the pain of defloration spoiled her honeymoon and
that only her love and tenderness for her husband made this pain
bearable. A modem woman, asked to endure labour pains without
recourse to the modern devices of easing childbirth, and thus to

3 Freud refers to "erotogenic" or "feminine" masochism, as distinguished from "moral5*
masochism: The economic problem in masochism. Collected Papers, vol. 2.